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of affording training in improved methods of weaving on
hand-looms, and advancing the welfare of the weaving
classes. Fly-shuttle looms are reported to be coming
steadily into use; and successful experiments have been
carried out in adapting the Jacquard harness to country
looms making bordered cloths. Weaving is taught in
various mission schools, and the woven fabrics manu-
factured by the Basel Mission on the west coast have
earned a widespread reputation.
The sugar-cane plant (Sacchanim officinaruwi) is widely
cultivated in South India, and there is a large native
industry in the manufacture of jaggery (raw sugar), country
sugar, molasses, and other products of the juice. The
sugar factory and distillery at Aska in Ganjam was long
associated with the name of Mr F. J. V. Minchin. At
Nellikuppam, in the South Arcot district, there is a sugar
factory belonging to the East India Distilleries and Sugar
Factories Company, in which large quantities of spirit are
distilled, and sugar is made from the juice of the canes
cultivated in the neighbourhood, and palmyra jaggery
imported from Tinnevelly. The ryats, who bring the
canes to the factory, are paid according to the weight of
the jaggery obtained from a sample thereof, which is
crushed, and the juice boiled down to jaggery in their
presence. The ryat is said to be sometimes caught, adding
sand, concealed within his clothes, to the juice as it boils,
to increase the weight During the last few years, an
experimental sugar-cane station, from which canes are
distributed among the ryats, has been established at
Samalkot in the Godavari district, under the direction of
the Government Botanist. From the latest reports, it is
gathered that, in the Godavari and South Arcot districts,
the new Mauritius canes which have been introduced are
rapidly ousting the inferior local canes grown before. The
new canes are said to give about twice 'the produce of the